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Smeeth Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting
Held on Wednesday 10th November 2021 at 7.00pm at Brabourne Baptist Church.
Cllr Herrick welcomed everyone to the meeting with a special welcome to Rev. Chris Denyer, the Action:
new Parish Councillor.
Cllr Herrick explained to the meeting that regrettably Cllr Mrs Moo had resigned and the Parish
Council expressed their formal thanks to her for her input over the last 2 years.
1. To note those present.
Cllr Herrick (Chairman) (DH), Cllr Mrs Alford (HA), Cllr Mrs Morey (JM), Cllr Mrs Pereboom (VP),
Cllr Roger Baker (RB), Rev. Chris Denyer (to be co-opted).
5 members of the public and Mrs Block (Clerk) (TB).
2. To receive and approve apologies for absence.
No apologies for absence had been received.
3. To receive declarations of interest (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Significant
Interests). The nature as well as the existence of any such interest must be declared.
There were no declarations of interest to be made.
4. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2021.
Point 23 of the previous draft minutes had been amended - the amendment was approved.
The Parish Council approved the minutes as a true record and the Chairman signed these.
The Clerk was thanked for her thorough report of the EDF Renewables presentation.
5. To discuss any matters arising from those minutes
To be noted - The Clerk had taken the following action, in line with the tasks attributed to her at
the last meeting:
a. The agreed response to EDF Renewables about the Solar Farm proposals had been sent.
b. With respect to the temporary diversion and other temporary road signs causing an
obstruction on the sight lines at various road junctions, Kent Highways had been
contacted. They confirmed that Streetworks signage is an Ashford Borough Council
responsibility – ABC had subsequently been contacted. A site visit has confirmed that
the signage was not impeding sight lines.
c. Kent Highways had been advised that the traffic survey was not as expected but as they
had altered their contractor, there was nothing that could be done.
d. With respect to a member of the public expressing increasing concern over the parking
on the corner of Sandy Place/on Woolpack Hill, KCC Highways had confirmed that
parking restrictions (e.g. yellow lines) are a matter for ABC, not Kent Highways, so this
had not been added to the HIP. ABC will be contacted.

TB

e. Damage to the triangle at The Ridgeway had been reported to Kent Highways and
repairs undertaken. Further damage had subsequently occurred and will be reported.

TB
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f.

The Caretaker had been asked to maintain the footpath from Canterbury Road to
Prospect Way. The Caretaker has completed this work.

g. The letting agent responsible for 4 Ramstone Close had been contacted regarding the
brambles/weeds invading an adjacent property. No response has been forthcoming. To
be followed up.

TB

h. Accounts relating to the Playing Field Association had been requested, received, and
circulated.
i.

The Civil Aviation Authority had been contacted with regard to an enquiry as to whether
the Spitfires flying over the village must always use the same flight path. The CAA state:
Aircraft noise is not currently a statutory nuisance in the UK. It is not covered by the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 or the Noise Act 1996. This means that local
authorities do not have the legal power to take action on matters of aircraft noise, and
nor does the CAA (Civil Aviation Authority) have the legal power to prevent aircraft
flying over a particular location or at a particular time for environmental reasons.

Cllr Herrick has been asked to provide some dates that he would be available to attend a
meeting of all interested parties for the “village event” as proposed by Mr Belcher at the
previous meeting. Mr Taylor reported that he had also received an invitation to this.

DH

6. To Co-opt the new Councillor to the Parish Council
Rev. Chris Denyer completed the Declaration of Pecuniary Interests Form and the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office forms.
7. Public session: To receive questions and comments from the public on any agenda item
Cllr Herrick explained that as a result of some of the posts on Facebook relating to Spitfires a
number of people had been left feeling bullied and intimidated and consequently would likely
be reluctant to voice their opposing opinions for fear of abuse.
Cllr Herrick reinforced the fact that no matter what enquiries/issues are brought to the Parish
Council by local residents, the Parish Council will help to resolve those issues without fear of
favour.
A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for assisting with the reporting of The
Ridgeway traffic island damage, however, the island had been damaged again - the Clerk is to
report it again to Kent Highways.

TB

A member of the public explained that Smeeth WI is looking to plant a tree in celebration of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. No location has yet been decided on but the WI would like “in
principle” approval. DH explained that Smeeth PC does not own any land in the Parish, so
permission may have to be sought from ABC/KCC.
A member of the public reminded the meeting that there were 2 Remembrance Services, one at
11am on 11/11 at the War Memorial and another at Smeeth Church at 10.45am on 14/11. All
would be welcome. Also Ashford College is hosting a veteran’s day on 11/11 and members of
the Brabourne and Smeeth Royal British Legion have been invited. There is to be a lunch and
music, poetry, and art, for the visitors to enjoy.
This year’s local Poppy Appeal has raised £7,000 so far and it is hoped that this may increase to
£10,000.
Cllr Herrick confirmed that he would attend both services on behalf of the Parish Council.
Cllr Herrick reported that he had not forgotten the tree to celebrate a parishioner’s centenary
birthday.

DH
DH
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8. To receive report from the Borough Councillor
There was no report from the Borough Councillor.
9. To receive an update on the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP)
The Parish Council has submitted a Highways Improvement Plan to KCC. A traffic survey has
been undertaken on Plain Road up to the junction with Canterbury Road. This was undertaken
in September. The results of the survey appear to suggest that our data does not meet the
required KCC parameters for action. A meeting with Darren Hickman (KCC Highways) is to be
arranged at the earliest opportunity - the hope is that this will be in 2021, but if that is not
possible, to try and meet before the 12th January 2022 (KCC’s proposed date).
10. To receive any reports from the PCSO
A recent PCSO report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.
11. To receive an update on the Newsletter
VP had circulated a report to all Councillors ahead of the meeting.
The newsletter in its new format had been well received. VP reported that she already had
some submissions for the next edition and the Caretaker had sent some photos over to the
Clerk.
12. To receive the KALC Representative Report
The Ashford Area Committee of KALC met in person at the Civic Centre on Wednesday 3rd
November. Sgt Jazz Bloomfield from the Community Safety Unit at Ashford gave a presentation
on behalf of the Police with reference to the Kent Police Public Engagement Events being held
by the Chief Constable, throughout the County, to make women and girls feel safer in public.
The first public engagement event was held at the Willesborough Baptist Church and attended
by over 100 people. The next one is to be held at the Great Danes Hotel, Maidstone. The Police
are supporting the “Ask for Angela” scheme - of which all licensees in Ashford are aware - and
the Hollie Guard App which enables the user to shake their mobile ‘phone and it will record
audio/video and automatically send the location and audio/video to whoever the ‘phone has
been pre-set by the user as an emergency contact. The police have also introduced the Police
Officer Verification check via the Control Room operator.
The Neighbourhood Alert system was discussed, which Kent Police are calling My Community
Voice. This can be found on the following link should you wish to sign up, or promote it within
your parishes https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/
Unfortunately, PCSOs are no longer being recruited and at present there are only 9 PCSOs to
cover all 42 Parish Council areas of the Borough.
Additional funding of about £550,000 has been secured to improve safety features, such as
increased CCTV along walking routes in the town centre.
There’s a vacancy for a new Chairman at Neighbourhood Watch. The Neighbourhood Alert went
live on November 1st. This is an online secure community messaging system that allows
authorised administrators to log in and send messages to registered people in the community
who have chosen to receive them. It enables the Police to facilitate a two-way engagement
with their local communities and the police have been encouraged by the number of people
who have signed up.
Problems of noise generated by speeding vehicles on A2070 and the difficulties of speed
enforcement on that and other roads were discussed.
A decision about the removal of comments from the ABC Planning Portal and publication of preapplication planning advice pertaining to live planning applications is still awaited.
Land Mapping Commission - the Commission is due to meet once a month and inform the
Council of its solutions. Ashford area KALC will be represented by Jeremy Smith (Wittersham

TB
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PC). The letter from Cllr Gerry Clarkson dated 27th October explaining the purpose of the
Environment and Land Mapping Commission has been circulated to Councillors by Tracey.
The Local Council Forum took place on 13 September and Tracey very kindly circulated the
report of topics discussed. Next date for Local Council Forum has not yet been set but the topic
will be Planning.
The KALC Chief Executive Terry Martin has resigned and will leave in the New Year. The vacancy
has therefore arisen for a new Chief Executive - the post is full-time, closing date for
applications is 22nd November, and interviews will be held on 10 December.
A possible Southern Water sewage initiative working with local councils was suggested by KALC
as a way of raising public awareness that blockages in the sewage system are sometimes caused
by disposal of inappropriate items by residents. Southern Water may be able to assist with a
data base of where such problems occur.
Next meeting is Wednesday 5th January 2022
13. To discuss the streetlights in Smeeth, following consultation.
DH explained that KCC and ABC are handing responsibility for some amenity street lighting over
to the Parish Council for adoption or removal.
Following an article in the eNewsletter, and also in the Parish News, there had been limited
response from the residents of Smeeth. Concern was expressed regarding safeguarding of
people on dark streets. It was agreed that the Parish Council would keep a watching brief with
regard to this issue and an additional item would be placed in the next eNewsletter. The Parish
Council is yet to receive formal correspondence from ABC regarding this.
14. Footpaths and Highways
A member of the public expressed concern regarding sight lines when exiting onto Plain Road
from Pound Lane. This had been discussed with Kent Highways previously, at which time the
Highways Officer felt that the sight lines had not been impeded. The Clerk is to ask Kent
Highways to attend the site again now that additional hedging has been planted.

TB

DH reminded individuals and landowners that they are responsible for ensuring that the
hedges/trees and vegetation on their property is not impeding the highway or causing
obstruction. An article is to be placed in the eNewsletter to this effect.

VP

DH Reported that he is yet to visit Sandy Place to view the fence that had previously been
reported as damaged due to parking.

DH

15. Planning matters: to authorise a response to any application(s) and to note any recent
planning decisions by Ashford Borough Council or any correspondence on planning matters.
The Planning Report had been circulated and was formally accepted.
A member of the public reported the following:
Cherry Trees, Lilyvale – The question was raised as to whether the access onto Lilyvale
associated with the new-build had the necessary planning approval. Also, the entrance on Plain
Road was applied for as a retrospective application and was refused. What will happen now?
Andrews Garage - It is thought that there may be a planning issue with regard to permission to
access the site.
Delstead, Bower Lane - Building work is reported as having been undertaken without
permission.
Wemdon, Bower Lane - There are coaches/buses operating from this piece of land - they are
accessing Bower Road for school services - this is considered potentially dangerous.

TB
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The Clerk Is to contact Ashford Borough Council with regard to all of these issues.
EDF Renewables – A second consultation has been undertaken. Two local exhibitions took place
recently regarding the proposed solar farm on the south side of the A20. Some alterations have
been made to the original plan.
The Parish Council has been made aware of an additional solar farm application - the developer
is due to attend a meeting at Aldington Village Hall on the 29th of November at 7.30pm Councillors are asked to attend.

ALL

The planning training by Ashford Borough Council was cancelled and has not yet been
rescheduled.
The section 106 application for the Church Road site is being revisited by the Borough Council
Planning Department and the Council’s solicitors.
16. Financial matters:
a. To note the Parish Council’s financial position as at 31/10/2021
The current financial position of the Parish Council was noted. The Parish Council has a
balance of £92,532.66 as of 29th October 2021.
b. To authorise any payments
The following payments were authorised:
T Denne and Sons
HMRC
Paul Rodway
KCC Pension

£216.00
£323.86
£1390.85
£550.69

B Podd
HMRC
PMC Polythene Ltd
Parish Online
Parish Council Websites
T Block
T Block

£213.84
£135.40
£226.50
£45.00
£230.40
£270.73
£270.53

c. To agree the draft budget for 2022-23 and the precept amount for 2022-23
The budget was approved by the Parish Council. The Parish Council agreed to precept for
£23738, this remains unchanged from the previous year.
d. To agree a donation to Brabourne and Smeeth Scouts and Guides
It was agreed that a donation to Brabourne and Smeeth Scouts and Guides of £500.00 would
be made for 2022/23.
17. Correspondence
All correspondence had been circulated to the Parish Councillors.
18. To receive an update on Smeeth Sandpit
Following a heated exchange on Facebook, the following update has been provided to inform
villagers. The same will appear in the eNewsletter.
Background
In July 2013 after several meetings of villagers it was agreed to form a company to purchase
Smeeth Sandpit to rescue it from the threat of unwanted development.

VP
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Approximately 110 families signed a deed agreeing to pay “towards the cost of buying and
securing for the benefit and conservation for the local community the former sandpit” and “For
each pound contributed, subscribers will receive one share in Smeeth Sandpit Preservation
Limited.”
The company has a very diverse shareholding with no large shareholders.
Following the purchase, shareholder meetings agreed that Smeeth Sandpit would be a ‘natural
space’ enhanced by the conservation of its wildlife and enjoyed by the community. Volunteers
were sought to become Directors responsible for the activities required to run a company.
There is no limit on the number of Directors who do not receive any remuneration for their role.
The company email is info@smeethsandpit.co.uk . The website www.smeethsandpit.co.uk
provides information about the sandpit and acts as a depository for shareholder documents.
Since the purchase of the land directors, shareholders and friends have planted over 800 native
trees to further enhance diversity, removed rubbish, controlled pernicious weeds and
established footpaths.
Current Activities
The Wildlife Pond & Reptile Rehoming
The company is working with a nature consultancy, KCC and developers to improve the diversity
of the Sandpit by relocating local species from development sites. Funding has been provided by
the developers for the relocation which is being used to defray the cost of the creation of a pond
and required infrastructure such as fencing, gates etc.
Considerable progress has now been made with ground works well advanced & a partial fill of
the pond by rainwater and the first new resident has been spotted.
The pond has the potential to be an oval 13.5 x 8.5 m with a maximum 0.8m deep but only the
deepest part is filled so far.
The pond is being fenced and safety measures, including signage will be installed.
We hope to rely on rainwater to fill the pond and plant colonisation will be allowed to occur
naturally.
Local head teachers have been contacted to let them know about the new pond and the
opportunity to visit in the new year.
It is very important that as the pond becomes established dogs do not enter the water, we
would appreciate it if all dog walkers helped us in this matter.
Improvements to Access
The existing disabled access on the North side is to be widened and a gate installed. Earlier this
year significant restoration work was done on the South-eastern boundary hedgerow. Access
was relocated and a new gate will be installed next year.
Smeeth Sandpit Preservation Ltd - Registered in England & Wales. Registered No 8618540
Registered Office - South Stour Offices, Roman Rd., Mersham, Ashford, Kent TN25 7HS
19. To receive an update regarding the Playing Field Association
Following the AGM, all documents had been circulated. The date of the next meeting remains
unknown at this time.
20. To receive an update regarding the Village Caretaker Scheme
The Village Caretaker Scheme continues well and fortunately Paul managed to continue with all
his work during the recent petrol difficulties. The “Caretaker’s Corner“ in the October edition of
Brabourne and Smeeth eNewsletter was written by Paul about his work and illustrated with
photos he’d taken. If there are any matters within the parish that require the attention of the
Caretaker please let the Parish Clerk know.
21. To receive an update regarding SpeedWatch
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An update had been received and circulated.
In October, out of 509 cars checked by SpeedWatch, 60 were travelling above the speed limit.
The Police had sent a number of warning letters as a result. There are now 2 new members on
the team. VP to add this information to the eNewsletter.

VP

22. To receive an update regarding the Community Led Plan
The Community Led Plan is looking for a temporary Secretary. The railings on Church Road have
been cleaned on one side of the road but could not be cleaned on the other side as there is a
problem with insurance.
DH is to contact the Chairman of the PFA to see if there is a band of volunteers who might be
available to erect the basketball surround fence extension.

DH

23. Any Other Business (for information purposes only):
A member of the public asked for the location of the sandpit. The Councillors explained its
location.
A member of the public expressed concern over how much the running and upkeep of the
streetlights might equate to.
DH noted that locations need to be considered for assisting with the Queen’s Green Canopy
initiative.

ALL

It was stated that the Parish Council need to look for ways that they could assist the Borough
Council in becoming Carbon Neutral - Electric Vehicle Charging Points were suggested.

ALL

24. Determining the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and including the
next annual meeting of the Council.
Wednesday 12th January 2022 at Brabourne Baptist Church.
Wednesday 9th March 2022 at Brabourne Baptist Church.
Wednesday 11th May 2022 at Brabourne Baptist Church.
25. Resolution to exclude the public
Resolved: That under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960,
because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the Public and Press leave
the meeting during discussion of item 26, namely the Fordred’s Charity.
26. Fordred’s Charity
Councillors discussed and decided how the Fordred’s Charity money should be divided.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

