SMEETH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Wednesday 12th March 2014 at 7.00pm
Brabourne Baptist Church

1. Present
Cllr Thorpe (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Pereboom, Cllr Mrs Williams, Cllrs Hinchliffe, Plowright, Turner and
Mrs S Wood (Clerk). Cllr Miss Martin (borough councillor), Cllr Wickham (county councillor) and Mr
Graham Kingston (Community Warden) were also present. 4 members of the public attended.
2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Herrick (Chairman), Cllr Howard (borough councillor) and PCSO
Huckstepp (PCSO).
In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-chairman took the Chair.
The Vice-chairman informed the meeting that Cllr Herrick could not be present because his mother had
died unexpectedly the previous day. All present sent their condolences to Cllr Herrick and his family.
3. Minutes of the 2013 Meeting
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13th March 2013 had been agreed and signed as a true
record at the Parish Council meeting on 15th May 2013.
4. Matters Arising
4.1 Sandy Place parking An application for planning permission is being prepared; costings will then be
obtained before submission of the application.
4.2 Local Needs Housing (LNH) Sites are still being investigated, but there has been little progress re
agreement to sell from landowners. The site behind Caroland is owned by ABC, which will look into
the possibility of using this for LNH when the results from the other sites identified in the survey are
known.
4.3 Localism Cllr Hinchliffe reported that a joint meeting had been organised by Cllr Miss Martin with
ABC and Aldington, and the PC had registered an interest in the scheme. The PC had been informed
that costings of devolved services are awaited, pending completion of the tendering process. Cllr
Rivers (Chairman, KALC Ashford Area Committee) had expressed a willingness to help the PC, given
the success of the Wittersham pilot project. Cllr Miss Martin stated that a minimum of 4 parishes
was needed to progress the scheme, but so far only Brabourne, Brook and Smeeth have registered
an interest; Aldington is undecided, Mersham has not responded and Hastingleigh and Bilsington
have agreed that they do not wish to participate. Cllr Hinchliffe expressed concerns that the
minimum requirement had not been made known at earlier meetings; Cllr Miss Martin replied that it
had always been understood that the scheme would operate in a cluster of parishes, but she would
enquire as to the viability of a scheme involving 3. Cllr Hinchliffe asked if KALC could advise as to
rules for the scheme; Cllr Miss Martin noted that the scheme is at the pilot stage only, and that a
strategy is not, therefore, yet in place. Cllr Plowright suggested that guidance may be forthcoming
from KALC re the Localism Act. Cllr Miss Martin replied that the wording in the Act is vague.
5. Financial Report
The draft Statement of Accounts was circulated by the Clerk (attached).
The Clerk noted that the Reserves should include provision for the costs of a by-election or Standards
Board investigation, which together total ~£6000. Parish Council reserves have been actively increased
to fund capital expenditure on projects such as measures to alleviate the problems of parking in Sandy
Place, and provision of 2-way radios for use by the Emergency Plan and Fete Committees.

6. Any Other Business
6.1
Flooding in Church Road. To be discussed at the PC meeting.
6.2
Mr de Lacey (Chairman, Brabourne and Smeeth Allotment Society), thanked the PC for its
support of the Society.
7.

Chairman’s report
The Vice-chairman read Cllr Herrick’s report for the year (attached).

The meeting closed at 7.20pm.

Chairman’s report
Firstly, I should like to thank all the Councillors who have served on this Parish Council over the past 12
months. It has again been a busy year with a variety of recent initiatives being taken forward and a
considerable number of ongoing issues requiring input. Special thanks must go to our Parish Clerk, Mrs
Sue Wood, who works tirelessly in the background ensuring that Councillors are informed and up to date
with current developments. Sue also manages the Parish Council website and responds to various day to
day enquiries on our behalf.
Also having important local roles are Graham Kingston, our Community Warden, and PCSO Andy Huckstep,
our latest Police Community Support Officer, together with William Howard and Jane Martin, our Ashford
Borough Council Ward Members, and Andrew Wickham, our Kent County Council Councillor, and we
thank them all for their input.
In no particular order, the key issues that have received consideration during the past year include the
following –
The Community Led Plan
The Local Emergency Plan
Affordable Housing
Localism
SpeedWatch
Recycling
Parking problems
Highways and Footpath problems
Planning and Development proposals
Various consultations, in particular some relating to Policing
The Parish Council does not operate in isolation and several of these initiatives have necessitated working
with Brabourne Parish Council and local residents from both Parishes and we thank them all for their
input. Progress in some areas has been better than in others but I think it safe to say that we are further
forward in all areas than we were this time last year.
Finally it needs to be emphasized that everything the Parish Council does is for the benefit of local
residents. Their input is highly valued and their opinions sought for – please don’t be afraid to come
forward with complaints, comments, or suggestions. Parish Council meetings held at Brabourne Baptist
Church and are open to the public so please do not hesitate to come along – dates and times are detailed
on the PC notice-board outside the Church.

